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‘We are looking for someone to work in our shop near the beach.

‘You should
« have worked in a shop before  enjoy de:
« be willng to work some weekends,

Write explaining why you would be suitable for the job to:
Mr Anna Richardson, Manager
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© Read questions 1-7 below and underline the
words n the text which provide the answers.

1 What did the people working at the hotel have i

2 How was Lucy's working day organised, and why!

5 What does the writer mean by daunting in line 220

4 What did Lucy do while she walked from the
Kichen 1o the dining room:

5 Why did Lucy enjoy serving breakiasts more than
dinners?

6 How did Lucy's father improve her position i the
hotel

7 What was special sbout Lucy's Scet Trolley?

When Iwas just sixteen, my father bought an old
guesthouse inthe village where we lived and decided
o turn tnto aluxury hotel. A the carly stages of
the hotel, he experimented with everything. None of
15 had ever worked i a hote before, but my dad had
avision of what guests wanted. His standards were
extremely high and he beleved thal o reach those
standards the most important thing was work.

For a month that summer I worked as  waitress at
breaktast and dinner. As pat of the job  had to lay
the tables in the dining room beforehand and lean up
afterwards, This gave me the middle o the day free:
for studying because my school eport predictably
had not v up to my father's high expectations.

Like all the other waitresses, 1 wzs equipped with
aneat uniform and foldtotrea the guests as though
they were special isitors in my own home. Although
et more lke a tranger in theirs, 1 4id not express.
my feclings. Tnstead | concentrated an doing the jab
s wellas, if no bette than, the older girs,

Inthe kitchen @ learned how o deal with Gordon,
the chef, who 1 found rather daunting. e had an
impressive chef’s hat and a terrifing ailty tolose his
temper and get violent for no lear reason. 1 avoided
close contact ith him and abways grabbed the dishes,
e gave me with acold ook on my face. Thes, 251
walked rom the kitchen tothe dining room, ray cold
expression used to change into a charming smile

Tfound waiting at brealkfas was more enjoyable
than at dinner, The guests came wandering into the
dining room from sevenhirty onwards, saring with
pleasure at the view of the sea and the islands through
e dining room window | alays made sure that
everyone got theirorder quickly and | enjoyed getting
o wellwith the peopleat each tabl.

In the evenings it was funny how diferently people
beliaved; they talked with londer, lessfrendly voices,
‘and did o ahvays return my smile. However,
thatall changed when Dad created a special ol for
me which improved my status considerably

Itarted by making simple cakes for guests’icnics
and so0n progresse o more claborate cakes for
afternoon tas. 1 found that recipes were casy to
follow and it was amusing to improvise. This e 10
nightly event known as Lucy's Sweet Trolley. Lused to
enter the dining room every evening pushing a trolley
carrylng an extraordinary collection of puddings,
cakes and other desserts, Most of them were of my
own invention, [ had cooked them all myself, and some
were undeniably strange.

Adapted rom Runaicay

y Lucy lvine
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7 What was special about the food on Lucy’s Sweet Trolley?
A Lucy made it following traditional recipes.
B Lucy made the same food for picnics.
C Lucy and Gordon made it together.
D Lucy made most of it without following recipes.
8 What impression does Lucy give of her job throughout the passage?
A It brought her closer to her father.
B It was sometimes uncomfortable.
C It was always enjoyable.
D It was quite easy to do.
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What did the people working at

the hotel have in common?

A They knew what the guests
expected.

B They shared all the jobs.

€ They lacked experience.

D They enjoyed the work.

Lucy's working day was

organised in order lo give her

A time for her school work.

B working experience.

C time at midday to relax.

D time to have lunch with her
father.

What does the writer mean by

daunting in line 221

A disgusting

B frightening

€ interesting

D strange

‘What did Lucy do while she

walked from the itchen (0 the

dining room?

A She smiled at Gordon in a
riendly way.

B She avoided touching Gordon.

© She checked the food Gordon
gave her.

D She started to look more
friendly
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5 Why did Lucy enjoy serving.
breakiasts more than dinnerst
A she enjoyed the view from the
dining room while working.
B She had a better relationship
with the guests.
€ The guests were more
punctual than at diner.
D She worked more efficiently at
breakfast
6 How did Lucy's father improve
her position in the hotel?
A He put her in charge of the
restaurant
B He asked her to provide
entertainment for the guesis.
€ He made her responsible for
part of dinner.
D He gave her a special uniform.
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When Nguyen Thu Hang was
a child, her mother was a
housewife in a small village
whose women esidents had no

s say in decision making, either a1
home or in the community. Now
a mother herself, Hang not only
shares her husband'’s burden of
caming money for the family and

0 bringing up_children, but also
has  careerand social ambitions.

“Women are much happier than
before. They have a good education
and careers of their own.says the

15 39-year-old who lives and works
in Hanoi. *And. of course. they
are more respected in the family
and society” Hang. who carries
a sleck laptop in her hand. geis

30 out of an clegant black Mercedes
and enters o building where she
works as the General Director of
Viet Hoang Trade and Investment
Company, which speciaises  in

25 construction and real esate

Like Hang. many other
Vietnamese women alsopursue
carcers these days and have stormed
the corporate boardroom 1o affim

% their increasingly important roles.
Whether in remoe farms or in
companies, they have become.
much more  self-confident and
are discovering their worth and

35 fulfilling their potental.

‘Women account for nearly 52 per

cent of the workforce in the service
sector, 50 per cent inthe agricultral
and fisheries sector and 37 per cent
in indusiry and construction. Almost
a quarter of all comparics are run
by women, many of whom are also
the driving forces behind them. As
for their status in the family, Hang
says that women's positon has
improved remarkably. ‘We jointly
decide important issves i our life,
such as work or education for
our children. My husband always
respects my opinions.

The greater role of women is
atributed 10 the effective polcies
of promoting them. The siate and
pany are intrested in women's
advancement. The NA. the national
legisature, has_approved Law
the on Gender Equalty and the
Anti-Domestic  Violence  Law.
The government has _national

programmes for vocational training
and preventing trafficking of
women and children.

Women's own effors 10 acquire
knowledge and education have.,
of course, been a major facior in
their advancement. They make up
over 402 per cent of all university
graduates, including nearly 98
per cent of PhDs and 305 per

% cent of Master's degree recipients

But women sul fax a
number of difficutcs, including
povery.underemployment, domesic
violence, prostiution andgender
inequaly. ‘1 think the best vay
0 help women overcome. these
chalienges i 1o help them study
and lead an actve lifesyle
says Hang, whose eniry o the
boardroom beganafer she obiained.
a Master's degree in Briin al the
ageof 2.
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Decide ifthe statements about your article are true (T) or false (F).
ArticeA
1 The position of women in Vietnam has improved.

2 Women make up less than half of the workforce in the service, agricultual,
fisheries, industry and construction sectors.

3 Nearly 25% of Vietnamese companies are run by women.

4 More thana third of all universitygraduates and holders of Master's degrees.
are women.

Nguyen Thu Hang lets her husband make important decisions.

6 Nguyen Thu Hang's position with regard to decision-making i different to that
of her mother.





