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A close encounter in Africa

e e ol 60 mcuntan g et e wor ity e o g of i e st e
P ofthm i Ugands's Great impenesable Forest T mountainside. [ 1] = | ow was beginingo foc
Adams ined s g e 0Vt s sncergered  rear e heartof Arica

specis Duringour i, Cole ad ol cur e party Ut tere
Irealsed wy ftwas caled the Great penetrale Forest  were about 330 mountan gorlis i hsfores, helfof
aftr e had been cimbing ll moring trogh tick the wors population e one e were.
forest; our guide, Caleb, had to cut a path through the following, group C, contained 23 members. As each
rees it a machete et neec o i anc 0 e 30 kg of vegeraton a

Less than 48 ours earler, | had been in London ey must keep moving.[T8I] ] He had orought
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Allaround we couid see (he black eyes of the
st of s enly looking aL s throug the low
brenches.

‘There were severt n My party, including a keeper
from Chicago 200 who looked afer goriles for &
lving but nad never see therm in the wi,

Ty were divided into family gr0ups, fve of which
were used t0 people walching therm,

wie followed ratner catriously, our ncacs full of
King Kon,

When he frst saried, ne had (0 st ina cioaring,
‘every day without moving and le the gorllas snil
around nim untl they accepted nim,

Wnen he had frished he siipped down (0 the
‘round, and then pulld the tree down behind
fim,

1 was 50 close to him that | was able 0 reach out
and touch him.

You've seen fims o it bu the dea of actually
meeting wid gorilas makes you very oert

After an overright flght to Kampela, we had
criven forten hours to Bwindin Lne remate:
southwest cormer of Uganda.





image1.png
Champions

The International Climate Champions (ICC)
project began in 2007, It gives young people of
school age a chance to speak publicly on climate
change and to encourage action to reduce its
effects. Each country involved selects three
teenagers to be Climate Champions, who take
part in local and international activities.

Climate Champion Irene Sanna lives on the ltalian
island of Sardinia. Irene is interested in solar
energy, and also believes that Sardinia should

(1) ... use the waves around its coast to.
produce electricity. That would reduce (2)

the need to import oil and gas for lighting, heating
and cooking. ‘Energy conservation is our future.
We must make plans to save (3) ........our coast,
‘which still has no pollution. We must protect the
(4) .......animals. birds and fish in danger from

global warming. And we must recycle.

Chinese student Ding Yinghan is the Beijing
Climate Champion. Ding feels it is unfair to say
that just one country — his own — is causing climate
change. He says the air pollution that leads to
global warming comes from many parts of the
world, including poorer countries that are now
growing more quickly. He believes the only way to
prevent the situation getting even worse s for rich
and poor countries to work together.

1CCn Koe

Sophia Angelis, a junior student in Lake
Arrowhead, California, is a US Champion. She's
against young people’s general lack of interest
in politics and feels they need to discuss the
problems that really matter to their generation.
She has written about the need for action on
world poverty and her articles have been published
in her local newspaper. Sophia strongly believes
that climate change is an important issue for her
generation. For her, changes in the way teenagers
behave are an important way of influencing choices
that are made by parents.

In 2008, the Climate Champions actended

the International Conference of Environment
Ministers in the Japanese city of Kobe. At present,
13 countries are involved in the ICC, and more
countries are expected to join soon.
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1 What is the writer’s main purpose in his text?

A to give details about how 10 become a Climate
Champion

B to explain why the Earth's climate is changing
s quickly

€ 10 say what some people are doing about
climate change

D o tell readers what they can do to prevent
climate change

2 What does Trene say about the sea?
A The water near the island is now dirry.
B Many types of fish have disappeared.
€ There is oil and gas under the water.
D It can provide power for the island.

3 What does Ding believe about climate change?
A Ttis cerlain to get much worse. -
B Air pollution does not cause it.
€ Itis wrong to blame China for it
D Itis caused only by rich countries.

4 Sophia thinks that young people should
publish their own newspapers
change older people’s habits.

follow the example of their parents.
avoid talking about politics.

gowms
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5 What would one of these Climate Champions say

10 a friend? -

A s great being a Champion! 1I'm the only
ane from our country, but we all want 1o do
something about climate change

B T've made speeches about climate change and
‘met Champions from the 12 other countries,
T've even been to a meeting in Japan!

€ We are the Champions! There are already three
of us from every country in the world, and we
have a lof to say about climate change.

D 1 work with other Champions, telling the world
about the dangers of climate change. Some of
us are teenagers, but people really listen to us!

Work in small groups and answer these
questions.

« Would you like to be a Climate Champion?

y (nog?

+ Do you agree with Sophia that teenagers can
change older people’s attitudes? LI you agree - in
what ways can they be changed?
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+ This s part of a letter you receive from an
English-speaking friend.

T your wext letfer, please tell me about
| w Swildtife in our country,

wwcu is wour rwwn(r. aninal? Are there
iy of ien?

+ Now write a letter, answering your penfriend's
questions.

- Write your letter in about 100 words.
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e looked for some time unti he finally crouched down in the
ndergronth and gestured f s e the gorilas were neary
5 he moved forverd sowy, Caleb mace a seres of tenge
o st s helo. [TB] ] hen, 2 the vegetaton
cared we sow a young mel goa sting i tee about
ree metres avay. The gorla wetched s iy whie he te
=aves om the branches round him. [T ] e folowed
m alon e path, i aheac of s we coUdhear the
eiseof beakingbraches s th famiy e he unch

w0 youngsters ere laying under a ree. The eador of the
000 wancered past them, stened o Caleo's oises or 2
moment and then disappeared nto e carknoss of the forest
BT Joone fotafai, butwe al et e srange
ISauatied bout o metres from a mother whie she broke
‘ranches for her baby son to eat.

e wetched the gorlas e tis formaybe 45 minutes. The
mother and son stare back at us, betore they isappeared
o he hicker bushes. We st toeat il vie compared
enpressions of wht we ad wiessec. Then we headed back
coun e mouniain

Adapted from The Gbserver
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hs of hishair, sieepy friends from back fome
he'showed us while we rested and drank water.
ting very exciing aboutscrambing rougn
insearch o greatopes [T Joespie the
e s sty o, SEHTg e patns
rifing the i sening or any range n tre
csong, ocesioaly catching he moverert of a e
high up in the trees.
o had been dong s for ten years. [TBI] ] oespte
{ourisgroups o seethemevery ca, e 51 e

45 we walked, Caleb talked quietly 01 a racio o felow guides
who had gone ahead to discover where group C had headed.




